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Welcome Address
Christoph Dorn

Outgoing Eurogypsum President
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Offsite Construction 
in the EU Strategy 
For Housing Construction

Barbara Bonvissuto

Director for Construction, Machinery 
and Market Surveillance, DG GROW, 
European Commission
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Offsite in Action : 
The Potential of 
Offsite Construction 
and Persisting 
Barriers

Jochen Friedrichs
Head of Division Building Performance 
Etex

Alan Milne
European Business Development Director
Modular Building Institute
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Gypsum Fibre 
cement

Fire
protection

Insulation
Offsite

solutions

EUR million 
revenue.3,747 Sites: plants, 

quarries, offices.>190 46 countries Teammates .å13,500

Etex , a strong industrial player focusing on lightweight construction

Jochen Friedrichs
Head of Division Building Performance
2,5B úP&L responsibility
5 continents
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New students 
housing in 
Olbia, Sardinia (IT)



Olbia Stud. Housing: Among Europe ôs largest light 
gauge steel frame developments

>13k sqm
surface area

>70k sqm
plasterboards

6 floors

250 rooms

450 beds

85 trucks

3 crane on construction site

22-24 construction weeks

Overall project info



10 l



The Hotel, Brussels 

Alan Milne

European Business Development Director

Modular Building Institute
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Modular Building Institute (MBI)
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Modular Building Institute (MBI)

ÅFounded in 1983

ÅInternational non -profit trade association

ÅGlobal voice for the modular building industry

ÅFocus on industry developments, training and education programs

ÅAccess to case studies, industry data, trends and market research

ÅBring together manufacturers, developers and end users to better understand the 
industry 
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ÅAffordable Housing - case study

ÅBenefits of constructing off -site

- Labour

- Social

- Environmental

OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION
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Client: YMCA London UK

39 ONE-BED APPARTMENTS

ÅA new development for 39 affordable 
one bed accommodation units, required 
by the YMCA in Romford 

ÅTo be installed with minimum disruption 
to the surrounding location

ÅEach dwelling to meet the current 
London minimum space standards  - one 
bed units with minimum gross internal 
floor area of 37m 2 consisting of living/ 
kitchen area, bedroom, shower room 
and storage

Photo credit Aecom
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DECISION ON 

CONSTRUCTION 

METHOD

Construction methods proposed  - both traditional 

and offsite

ÅOff -site chosen for the following reasons:

ÅReduced construction time overall

ÅMinimised disruption to neighbouring properties

ÅReduced traffic to and from the site during  
construction

ÅLess skilled labour required and less labour on -site

Client: YMCA London UK

39 ONE-BED APPARTMENTS
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Client: YMCA London UK

39 ONE-BED APPARTMENTS

Objective

Creating an energy efficient building - Minimising

energy use and running costs for residents

Approach

ÅFabric first B͈uilding e nvelope improved 

airtightness

ÅMVHR was installed

ÅSolar panels

Result

ÅOverall energy efficiency provided a 35% reduction in 
the total carbon emissions targets set out by the 
London Plan Building Standards. 
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